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PATRONAGE DEMOLISHED, 


LTHOUGH I have read with 
much pleaſure and ſatisfaction a 
pamphlet entitled Patronage Demoliſhed, 
&c. and admit the ſtrength and ſoliditry 


of every argument the author has addu- 


ced to engage this Aſſembly to take all 
poſſible ſteps towards an application to 
parliament for the repeal of the patro- 
nage act; he will forgive me, if I ſug- 
geſt five other reaſons in ſupport of the 
ſame cauſe, and which appear to me of 
no leis importance, and to claim no lefs 
attention from this venerable Aſſembly 


than thoſe he has already laid before the 
public. | 


I, Whereas 


Tel 


I. been ſome perſons of very ſhak 


low capacities may poſſibly be at a loſs 


to conceive, and are continually aſking 


what plan of church-ſettlements, ſo 


good as patronage, we can ſubſtitute in 


its room: I confider it as one of the 


ſtrongeſt reaſons for demoliſhing patron- 
age, that nothing is more eaſy than to 


deviſe ſuch a plan. Not only ſo, but in 


fact we have an excellent one laid down 


| by 1 the author of the Lay man's Confide- | 
rations upon this. ſubject, who, with 


great modeſty, propoſes, that inſtead of a 
patron, delegates ſhould be choſen from 
the heritors, elders, and people, cach of 
whom are to have a voice in the election 
of a miniſter in conjunction with him. 


A method ſo. well calculated to promote 


t Chriſtian harmony ſa deſirable in all 


i lements, that it is amazing it has ne- 


ver been ſuggeſted; till now; beſides a 
method ſo favourable to the patrons, that 
I am perſuaded they will moſt greedily 
graſp at it, ſeeing it is only a gentle way 


of preventing them from making a bad 


uſe of their own property. - 1f a man 


claps a piſtol to my breaſt, and takes a 
crown out of my Fes he robs me; 


but, 


mn Scotland or Scotſme 2 in all Eng- 


+57 


= but, if four wk men tell me, I ſhall 


not diſpoſe of that crown but with their 


conſent and by their direction, pray, 


where is the injuſtice here? To what law, 
either of God or man, is it contrary ? If 


they are better judges than myſelf of 


the proper methods of diſpoſing my mo- 


| ney, inſtead of reſenting the reſtraint 


they lay upon me, I ought not only to 
ſubmit chearfully, but thank them for 


| FREIE 


IL It is a moſt animating motive to 
encourage this aſſembly, in their applica- 
tion to parliament for the repeal of the 
Patronage act, that thoſe who take the 
lead in this affair, by openly eſpouſing 
the cauſe of Wilkes and Liberty, have 
thereby ſecured ſo great a body of the 
moſt Fea people in England in 
their intereſt, by connecting it with thoſe 


grand objects for which they now con- 
tend. In ſhort, there is not a friend 
to the bill of rights; there is not a 


drugman. a porter, nor a chimney- 


ſweeper in the county of Middleſex; 


1 had almoſt ſaid, there is not an enem 


land, | 


| 
| 
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land, bs will not join fa us in our 


application; and this Venerable Aſſembly 


will make their proceſſion to the throne. 
of his Majeſty with the three greateſt _ 


_ champions of Britiſh liberty at their head, 


Wilkes, Horne, and Laſtene 


III. 1 cannot fail to recommend this \ 


ſcheme to every true Scotſman, when he 


reflets, that thoſe who are moſt violent 
againſt patronages, by adopting the phra- 
ſes and maxims of Mr Wilkes and his 
partizans, will effectually reconcile tbat 


patriot to chis unhappy country, which 


has ſo long ſuffered under the treatment 
it has received from him, and demon- 
ſtrate that we are not only reformed by 
the correction he has given us, but are 


now capable of adopting principles of 


* he himielf ou 1 e 


IV. Another reaſon which ought to 
have no ſmall weight in their determi- 
nations upon this ſubject, is the aid which 
the clergy in this church will derive 


from ſuch an application 1 in their preſent 
5 ſollicitations concerning the window- 
tax. What a proof will it give to the mini- 


ſtry, 


TEAS 


8 


EA 


ſtry, of the modeſty of ſo great and im- 


portant a body as the clergy of this 
church, that in ſo long a period as the 
courſe of a whole year, they ſhould only 


trouble the parliament with two ſmall 
demands. the exemption from one act of 
parliament, and the repeal of another? 


V. It is to be hoped that one great ho- 
dy of the clergy in this church will be 
clear for an application to parliament, 
were it for no other reaſon but to te- 


ſtify their. gratitude to the author of 
the Confiderations, I mean the miniſters 
of Edinburgh, Lauder, and other royal 
boroughs, to whom, out of his abun- 


dant generofity, he has allowed ſome 
ſmall portion of that literature, and of 


thoſe elegant accompliſhments from 
which he has ſo juſtly excluded their 
| brethren in the country. 
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